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cannot be other than blissful. The astral life, which the
man has made either miserable or comparatively joyous
for himself, corresponds to what Christians call purgatory ;
while the lower mental life, which is always entirely happy,
is what is called heaven.
Q. Then is there no hell ?
Ans. Man makes for himself his own purgatory or
heaven, which are not places, but only states of conscious-
ness. Hell does not exist and is only a figment of the
theological imagination.  The ordinary belief of the
Christian in eternal fire and everlasting punishment is
nothing but a peculiarly pernicious superstition taught by
the mediaeval monks. The only thing which, from the
Christian point of view, ought to be of any importance is
what the Christ Himself said on the subject. There are
eight passages in which He is supposed to mention
eternal punishment, and every one of these eight instances
can be quite plainly shown to have nothing to do with the
popular idea which is attributed to them. There is a
book called Salvator Mundi, written by a Christian
clergyman, the Rev. Sandal Cox, who goes very care-
fully into the original Greek of what the Christ is
alleged to have said, and explains what the Christ did
mean, and gives the other words which He must have
used, if speaking in Greek, in order to fit in with the
popular interpretation. He had not meant what people
usually think He meant. That shows that there is no
rational basis for the belief in everlasting punishment,
and of course one can refute it also from many other
points of view. One can say that if there be a God,
and if He be a loving Father, the cruelty of eternal
punishment with its apparent injustice is absolutely
impossible.

